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the extravagance and ambition of tho monarch who, not content with violating the constitution and ruining the fi miners of lita realm, wantonly plunged it into a .struggle for which he, had not prepared. Consequently, when Inn ill-clad and ill-fed iniliiifi found that the Russian raids into Finland were a myth, ami that tho only enemies were ruyal ainbilion anil famine, they at once thwarted the former by constituting llu- army as n "confederation," and declaring their resolve for peace. If I here must be war with Russia, let it be declared legally by a freely elected Diet tit Stockholm.1 The Swedish ere.w.s at Sveaborg, where food and warlike munition?; were alike wauling, pailly joined In the movement; and the universality of thr. diVMiilenl, which compelled (luslaviis to return helplessly lit Stockholm, is per-haps .sulVieient proof that inlliiemrs were at wnrk mmr widespread than party .spirit and IIHUV potent than foreign gold.
However Liu: fact may be explained, it K rrilain that the Swedes, when iduio.st within striking distance of the Russian capital, halted, sent offers of an armistice, and thru retreated into Finland, Catharine was saved; but alter the* capture uf OcznkofT from the Turk.s nhc vented her spleen in tuir of her icily brilliant mofs: " AM Mr. I'ilt wishes to chine me from St. I' etc rs burg, I hope he will allow me to take refuge nl Constantinople."
It was natural for the Kmprr.ss to susprti England iiml 1'runsia of complicity in the Swedish enterprise; fur Mir her-elf in a similar ca-a: would have egj»rd on (iiiiUvni. Hut the evidence in the Hrilish archive-; proves that neither lirmgr III nor Frederick William, I'ilt nor I IrrUbein, had a hand in I he matter, (ie.orge III and I'ilt luvrd peaie bei.ur.e il win economical. 'I'lirottgh the spring and summer they wrtc* trying toeflcct a pacification. On [nth May i^HH tin- l''i>rrigii()(rucieiit off a despatch to AitiMiitr urging him to i;o^ojtcrale with DicU, the I'russiiin Minister at the I'uric, in order, if (Missihlp, to the way fur a joint mediation of Knglaml inul I'mvu,! with
1 "F. 0,," Sweden, 7. Kecitcnn afith AUK"«I iySB rriKinrd in t nntmrthru llio fncls so fnr nn lie bimv ilirm, (mil itko in n later " AIMXIIII." II IQ tiifla iiRdlnflt tlie Kinff is titivituiti, jtnil |p4tln me 10 tltatminl tut m-srtin.m, /jf , iltd( of 91)1 .Seplemher, tlmt ihc- war wiiti Uunitit wnt s\( *tit e-rirl, «mm^ t<i ihtt offer of pence la Cnltmrlnc by ilitr .Swftli*)h cif[i< t*ra, uml Ii4<l >>n UIUP mncly "ft ilameniic (jimrtel U»\wetn \\\v- Kinit nnA not i tin." l)uiiViOe»f» u w^^ fur tliia nntl ilmllflr iiatomonu ilml Kecne wns recalled in l)«.ainber Lislon inkin|{ lri» place.ncciiHrfl him nf itpalhy,'   Thi-> c> |irnli.idly IIMJII*!.   A
